
Formula E AMPS UP For Season 5      

  Gets RECHARGE with new cars & new partners Bosch & Virgin Media

The ABB-FIA Formula E series will open its fifth season with the debut of its next generation car. The evolution 

model boasts a distinctive futuristic design and proclaims a step-up in performance with almost double the electric 

storage capacity - allowing teams and drivers to complete a full race distance at higher speeds and most importantly, 

without needing to swap cars as in past seasons. The  Gen2  car is a result of the ongoing advancements in battery and 

electric vehicle technology in just the past four years of the series existence.

    The fifth season of the Formula E Championship will bring 11 teams and 22 drivers to a variety of circuits in 12 

cities/across five continents. For its opening round Formula E will make its debut in the Middle East on December 15 

in Ad Diriyah (Riyadh), with the championship coming to a close in New York City over the course of two days on 

July 13 & 14 (2019).

    Formula E continues to attract some of the leading names from mainstream brands in motorsport and the automotive 

industry. Currently, Formula E has nine manufacturers on its roster - including Nissan (replacing original manufacturer 

Renault), and BMW with Andretti Racing. Season 6 will bring  the highly-anticipated inclusion of Mercedes-Benz and 

Porsche. 
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 TESTING HAS BEEN VERY 
PROMISING. WE GOT OFF TO A 

GOOD START FROM THE WORD GO 
- SO THAT WAS REALLY POSITIVE. 
THE PERFORMANCE DEFINITELY 

MOTIVATES EVERYONE AND I AM 
ENCOURAGED WITH THE 
OUTCOME OF TESTING 

Antonio Felix da Costa
BMW i Andretti Motorsport

    New teams, new drivers, new cars and new twists all figure into 

Season 5. New for this season (and a first for motorsport), drivers will 

be able to access a higher power mode (in addition to FANBOOST) 

by passing through an activation zone marked out and visible on the 

circuit for fans at the track and those watching on TV. When a driver 

passes through the activation zone, they will be able to access 225kW 

of power - as opposed to the standard 200kW available during the 

race. This power boost  is signaled  by an illuminated FIA halo head 

protection device, which will show different colors for each of the 

two power modes. The power mode will only be accessible for a 

given time depending on each track, along with the number of times 

a driver can access it. 
(Continued on page 35)

By John Miller and Doug Waters
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   Also new to the FIA Formula E 

juggernaut for 2018 is global 

automotive giant, Bosch. Bosch is 

linking up with the electric street racing 

series as the official auto parts, 

appliances, and power tools partner.

Bosch has decades of extensive 

involvement in different categories of 

motorsports and has committed to 

Formula E for at least the next three 

seasons, underscoring their stated 

ambitions to be a leader in the field of 

electromobility. Alejandro Agag, 

Founder & CEO of Formula E, 

emphasized the importance of the 

partnership for both sides:  Bosch is one 

of the leading automotive suppliers and 

a renowned and respected name - and 

the move into the ABB FIA Formula E 

Championship is definitely a big step. I 

couldn t think of a more natural tie-up - 

with Bosch s long-standing tradition of 

competing in motorsport and expertise 

in electrification, automation and 

connectivity. 

   Two other recent tie-ups round out 

Formula E s ambitions to be a 

mainstream race series. Formula E  

renewed its partnership with Mediaset, 

with the over-air broadcaster showing 

live coverage of the ABB FIA Formula 

E Championship across Italy for the 

next five seasons. Irish Broadcaster 

Virgin Media Television will show all 

races from the fifth season of the 

Formula E Championship live on Virgin 

Media Sport - the exclusive new sports 

channel available to Virgin Media 

customers in Ireland.

   One partnership that Formula E has 

moved to the back burner is driverless 

race cars. Formula E introduced its 

driverless concept, Roborace in 2017.  

During testing, two  DevBot  cars raced 

against each other resulting in one of the 

vehicles crashing on a corner. The 

feasibility of the concept for Season 5/

2018-19 has not been announced.  
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Formula E AMPS UP (continued)

ABB-FIA Formula E 

(2018) Primer

Inception: 2012

Global debut: 2014 – Beijing

Series Founder/CEO: Alejandro Agag 

Teams: 11

Drivers: 22

Number of Manufacturers involved: 11

Race Season: 7 month point-building 

championship (Season 5 opens in 

December 15 in Ad Diriyah, Saudi Arabia)

Locations: 12 cites spanning 5 continents, 

including New York Hong Kong, Paris, and 

Rome

Race duration:  approximately 45-minutes 

Pit Stops: Drivers no longer must make 

one mandatory stop in order to change 

cars. Tire changes, unless caused by a 

puncture or other damage, are not 

permitted. 

Point Scoring: Points are awarded to the 

top ten drivers using a standard FIA 

system. Three points are also awarded to 

the driver securing the pole position, while 

the driver setting the fastest lap receives 

an additional point. 

Tires: Custom 18-inch treaded all-weather 

tires, supplied by Michelin 

Power source: Rechargeable battery 

system with electric permanent magnet 

motor (Transmission: 2-speed paddle shift 

sequential); Motors (250kW); Charging the 

car is forbidden during both qualifying and 

the race. Teams can charge the cars in-

between qualifying sessions and during 

practice.

Dimensions & weight: Minimum weight of 

a Formula E car and driver is 1764 

pounds, (about 350 pounds more than a 

Formula 1 car); Chassis: Carbon fiber 

monocoque; Length x Width x Height: 

196.85 x 70.86 x 49.21 in.; Track Width: 

51.18-in. 

Performance: Approximately 0-62 in 2.8 

seconds. Top speed:174 mph; Cornering: 

1.75g

Tech Specs    
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